386                  Oliver Cromwell                [1654-
in the Empire, Protestants were persecuted and driven out; the Swiss were threatened, and Sweden, the chief champion of the Protestant cause, was in danger. What resistance was there to " this mighty current coming from all parts against all Protestants ?" Only that made by Gustavus :
" a poor prince, and yet a man in his person as gallant and as good, as any that these late ages have brought forth." ..." A man that hath adventured his all against the Popish interest in Poland, and made his acquisitions still good for the Protestant religion. He is5 now reduced into a corner, and what adds to the grief of all is that men of our religion forget this, and seek his ruin."
He declared that the success of the coalition threatened the commerce and the maritime power of England. "If they can shut us out of the Baltic Sea, and make themselves masters of that, where is your trade ? Where are your materials to preserve your shipping ? " Every sailor knew what exclusion from the Baltic meant for England.
The Protector's conclusion was that England must intervene to prevent the King of Sweden from being crushed, and be ready to back him, not only with its fleet, but by landing a force on the continent. " You have accounted yourselves happy," said he, " in being environed with a great ditch from all the world besides. Truly, you will not be able to keep your ditch, nor your shipping, unless you turn your ships and shipping into troops of horse and companies of foot, and fight to defend yourselves on terra firma."
The crisis passed away as rapidly as it had risen,